Astypalaia
A Butterfly amid the Aegean

Located exactly where the Dodecanese meet the Cyclades, the island of Astypalaia boasts a
centuries-old history, whitewashed villages and sun-drenched beaches. Embark on a
fascinating trip where the deep blue of the sea meets the bright white colours of beautiful
island houses…
Astypalaia, the westernmost island of the Group, is naturally separated into Mesa Nisi [the
inner island] (western part) and Exo Nisi [the outer island] (eastern part) by a thin strip of
land less than 100 m. wide.
The island was named after Astypalaia, the daughter of Phoenix and Perimede. In the old
days the island was also called Ichthyoessa due to its abundant fishing grounds. It was first
inhabited in prehistoric times. In 1204 it came under the Venetian rule enforced by the
Guerini family until 1537 with the exception of a brief period in time (1269-1310) when the
Byzantine Empire took over again. In 1537 the Turks occupied the island. As is the case with
the other Dodecanese islands, Astypalaia remained under Turkish rule until 1912; it was then
conquered by the Italians, the British, and the Germans until it was finally integrated in
Greece in 1948. There are ferries to Piraeus and Kalymnos and flights to Athens and Rhodes
Airports.

1. Chora
Chora is the island’s capital town and port. It is one of the most picturesque towns in the
Aegean, perched on a rock that advances into the sea, forming two bays. On the top, you will
see Chora’s castle towering over the town with the strikingly white domes of Evangelistria
and Agios Georgios churches, visible over the walls. Around the castle lie Chora’s houses with
whitewashed walls, blue doors and windows, and wooden balcony rails.
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To the Venetian Guerini Castle (13th c). The small three-storey houses built in the
castle’s outer grounds are of particular architectural interest since the outer walls of
the houses form the castle wall and narrow windows were used as battlements. Within
the castle there are two churches, painted in a pure white colour, with elaborate stone
belfries: Panagia Evangelistria (1853), inside which you will see the founders’
inscription dated 1413 and the Guerini coats of arms; and Agios Georgios.
To the 18th-century Panagia Portaitissa church below the castle, one of the most
beautiful churches in the Dodecanese with a woodcarved, gilded iconostasis. Right next
to it there is an interesting Ecclesiastical Museum.
To Narkisseios Municipal Library, also housing the island’s archeological collection.
To the Archeological Museum in Pera Gialos where finds from the island are on display.
Most of them date back to the prehistoric times when Astypalaia had prospered.
To the eight windmills located over Skala, at Chora. They belong to the xetrocharis
category, a horizontal axis type with the roof turning according to the wind direction.
To Kylintra, bordering Chora on the south side. It is the site where a burial ground for
infants was excavated – the only one known to have existed in the whole world. This
place was considered as sacred ground since the Geometric Period and up to the
Hellenistic times.
To Megali Panagia. Its courtyard features a remarkable pebbled floor.
To Panagia Flevariotissa, 6 km NW of Chora. Part of the church is built inside a cave. It
has an interesting woodcarved iconostasis.
To the Monastery of Agios Ioannis o Makrys (12 km W). It is built in an impressive
landscape between two forbidding slopes, overlooking the open sea and offering a
spectacular sunset view.
To the castle of Ai-Giannis, opposite the monastery by the same name.

Trips around Astypalaia
West (Inner Island)
2. Livadia
Livadia is a seaside village with few residents, built in a fertile valley. There are citrus fruit
groves, vineyards and houses overflowing with flowers, creating a delightful setting next to a
lovely beach. Distance from Chora: 2 km SW.
Must see



Negros cave, at Vatses (6 km SW). Access it by boat from Chora, or follow an
organised tour.
Agios Vasileios hill and the ruins of an early-Christian basilica.

East (Outer Island)
3. Maltezana (Analipsi)
Maltezana is a seaside resort that attracts most of the island’s tourism. It has been named
after the Maltese pirates who made their hideout on the island. This is where the French
Admiral Bigot set his ship on fire in 1827 so that it may not be captured by the pirates.
Distance from Chora: 9 km NE.
Must see






Talaras Baths and their Hellenistic period mosaics that are unique in the Hellenic world
coloured in light blue and brick shades as well as an interesting composition that
depicts the four seasons and the symbols of the zodiac.
The monument of the French Admiral Bigot who led the struggle against the pirates in
the early 19th century.
The ruins of an early-Christian basilica (5th c.) with remarkable mosaics. Agia Varvara
chapel was built over those ruins using the existing Ionian capitals as building material.
Analipsi church, the village’s oldest one.

4. Vathy
Vathy looks more like a lagoon due to its protected inlet (having an opening of about 50 m.).
It comprises two small communities: Exo [outer] Vathy at the inlet entrance with a small
wharf for mooring boats; and Mesa [inner] Vathy in the nook of the cove next to cropland,
sparse tree vegetation and vineyards. Distance from Chora: 21 km NE.
Must see





Chameni Limni [lost lake], a lagoon in the NE side of Astypalaia.
The ruins of a Minoan settlement and tower situated at the entrance to the cove.
Drakos cave, where you will see impressive stalagmite and stalactite formations.
Access the cave by boat or on foot
Panagia Poulariani church, on the way to Vathy. It is built on a rock formation which
looks like the Virgin Mary holding the Baby Jesus.

Nearby islands
From Maltezana cove take an excursion boat and visit Diaporia, Ligno, Chondro, Kounoupoi
and Koutsomyri islands (SE) as well as Agia Kyriaki island and its beautiful beach (S). Farther
away, to the NE of Astypalaia, visit Fokionisia; then Panormos and Katsagreli to the NW;
Pontikousa and Ofidousa to the E; and finally Syrna, Katsikoulia, Tria Nisia, Meso, Stefania,
and Zafora isles to the SE.
Events









Panagia [Virgin Mary] Flevariotissa feast, the winter reunion event for Astypalaians on
February 1st.
The island’s biggest celebration takes place at Panagia Portaitissa church on Panagia’s
feast (August 15th) and lasts for three days (August 14th-16th). On August 16th, the
municipal authority and the Cultural Organisation arrange special sports contests called
“Koukania”.
Religious procession taking place in Chora, on September 4th with the icon of Panagia
Portaitissa as well as the holy relics of Osios Antimos placed at the head.
Agios Panteleimon feast on July 27th; and Sotiras Christos feast (Christ Saviour) on
August 6th.
Astypalaia Festival, involving many concerts, from June to October.
Panagia Poulariani feast on September 8th.
Panagia tou Thoma feast, at Vathy, on September 8th.

Activities











Swimming at the beaches: Agios Konstantinos, Vatses, Plakes, Kaminakia, Agios
Giannis, Panormos, Pachia Ammos, Pera Gialos and Livadia.
Boat excursions for swimming in secluded beaches in the nearby Koutsomyti and Syrna
isles.
Caving.
Climbing to “Ftera” terrain that involves 20 climbing routes.
Mountaineering.
Mountain biking.
Hiking.
Spear fishing.
Scuba diving.
Camping at Chora.

Useful phone numbers (+30)











Municipal Office: 22433-60.000/015
Municipal Tourism Office: 22430-61.412
Police Station: 22430-61.207
Hotel Owners Association: 22430-61.412
Rural medical clinic: 22430-61.222
Chemist’s: 22430-61.444
Post Office: 22430-61.223
Port Authority: 22430-61.208
Airport: 22430-61.410, 22430-61.588
Archeological Museum: 22430-61.500

website: www.astypalaia.gr

